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Party and Celebration Songs & Rhymes

For Birthdays

1. Happy Birthday

Happy birthday to you,

Happy birthday to you,

Happy birthday, dear Mary!

Happy birthday to you.

2. For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow

For he’s a jolly good fellow, for he’s a jolly good fellow,

For he’s a jolly good fellow, which nobody can deny,

Which nobody can deny, which nobody can deny!

For she’s a jolly good fellow, for she’s a jolly good fellow,

For she’s a jolly good fellow, which nobody can deny,

Which nobody can deny, which nobody can deny!

3. Hokey Pokey

You put one hand in,

One hand out:

In, out, in, out
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You shake it all about.

You do the hokey pokey,

And you turn around.

That's what it's all about!

Woah-oh, the hokey pokey

Woah-oh, the hokey pokey

Woah-oh, the hokey pokey

That's what it's all about!

You put one foot in,

One foot out:

In, out, in, out

You shake it all about.

You do the hokey pokey,

And you turn around.

That's what it's all about!

Woah-oh, the hokey pokey

Woah-oh, the hokey pokey

Woah-oh, the hokey pokey

That's what it's all about!

For Christmas

4. Merry Christmas

We wish you a Merry Christmas,

We wish you a Merry Christmas,

We wish you a Merry Christmas,

And a Happy New Year.

Good tidings we bring

to you and your kin

Good tidings for Christmas

and a Happy New Year!

5. Jingle Bells

Jingle bells, jingle bells
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Jingle all the way

Oh, what fun it is to ride

In a one-horse open sleigh, hey!

Jingle bells, jingle bells

Jingle all the way

Oh, what fun it is to ride

In a one-horse open sleigh.

6. The Twelve Days of Christmas

On the first day of Christmas

My true love gave to me

A partridge in a pear tree.

On the second day of Christmas

My true love gave to me

Two turtle doves

And a partridge in a pear tree.

On the third day of Christmas

My true love gave to me

Three French hens

Two turtle doves

And a partridge in a pear tree.

[...]

On the twelfth day of Christmas

My true love gave to me

Twelve drummers drumming

Eleven pipers piping

Ten lords a-leaping

Nine ladies dancing

Eight maids a-milking

Seven swans a-swimming

Six geese a-laying

Five golden rings
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Four calling birds

Three French hens

Two turtle doves

And a partridge in a pear tree.

For Halloween

7. In a Dark, Dark Wood

In a dark, dark wood, 

There was a dark, dark house.

And in the dark, dark house, 

There was a dark, dark room.

And in the dark, dark room, 

There was a dark, dark cupboard.

And in the dark, dark cupboard,

There was a dark, dark shelf.

And on the dark, dark shelf, 

There was a dark, dark box.

And in the dark, dark box, 

There was a… GHOST!

BOO!

Nursery Rhymes

About Colors and Letters

8. I Can Sing a Rainbow

Red and yellow and pink and green

Purple and orange and blue,

I can sing a rainbow,

Sing a rainbow,

Sing a rainbow, too.

Listen with your eyes,

Listen with your eyes,

And sing everything you see!
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I can sing a rainbow, 

Sing a rainbow,

Sing along with me…

9. Roses Are Red

Roses are red,

Violets are blue,

Sugar is sweet,

And so are you.

10. Orange Is a Carrot

Orange is a carrot,

Yellow is a pear,

Purple is a plum,

And Brown is a bear.

Green is the grass,

And Blue is the sky,

Black is a witch’s hat

And Red is cherry pie.

11. The ABC Song

A, B, C, D, E, F, G,

H, I, J, K, 

L, M, N, O, P,

Q, R, S, T, U, V

W, X, 

Y and Z.

Now I know my ABC

Won't you sing along with me?

For Rainy Days

12. Rain, Rain Go Away

Rain, rain, go away.

Come again another day,
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Little Sophie wants to play

So rain, rain, go away.

Rain, rain, go away

Come again another day,

Little Johnny wants to play

So rain, rain, go away.

13. Rain

Rain on the green grass,

Rain on the tree,

Rain on the housetop,

But not on me!

14. Itsy Bitsy Spider

The itsy bitsy spider 

climbed up the waterspout.

Down came the rain

And washed the spider out.

Out came the sun

And dried up all the rain

And the itsy bitsy spider 

climbed up the spout again.

15. It’s Raining, It’s Pouring

It’s raining, it’s pouring,

The old man is snoring;

He went to bed

And bumped his head

And couldn’t get up in the morning.

For Bedtime

16. Brother John

Are you sleeping, are you sleeping,

Brother John, Brother John?
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Morning bells are ringing! 

Morning bells are ringing!

Ding, dang, dong. Ding, dang, dong.

17. Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star

Twinkle, twinkle, little star,

How I wonder what you are!

Up above the world so high,

Like a diamond in the sky.

Twinkle, twinkle, little star,

How I wonder what you are!

18. Row, Row, Row Your Boat

Row, row, row your boat

Gently down the stream.

Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily,

Life is but a dream.

Traditional Cumulative Songs

About Foods and Days of the Week

19. Today Is Monday

Today is Monday

Monday – string beans

All you hungry children

Come and eat it up!

Today is Tuesday

Tuesday – spaghetti

Monday – string beans

All you hungry children

Come and eat it up!

Today is Wednesday

Wednesday – soup

Tuesday – spaghetti
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Monday – string beans

All you hungry children

Come and eat it up!

Today is Thursday

Thursday – roast beef

Wednesday – soup

Tuesday – spaghetti

Monday – string beans

All you hungry children

Come and eat it up!

Today is Friday

Friday – fresh fish

Thursday – roast beef

Wednesday – soup

Tuesday – spaghetti

Monday – string beans

All you hungry children

Come and eat it up!

Today is Saturday

Saturday – chicken

Friday – fresh fish

Thursday – roast beef

Wednesday – soup

Tuesday – spaghetti

Monday – string beans

All you hungry children

Come and eat it up!

Today is Sunday

Sunday – ice cream

Saturday – chicken
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Friday – fresh fish

Thursday – roast beef

Wednesday – soup

Tuesday – spaghetti

Monday – string beans

All you hungry children

Come and eat it up!

About a Frog, a Fly and Other Stuff

20. There’s a Hole in the Middle of the Sea

There's a hole in the middle of the sea

There's a hole in the middle of the sea

There's a hole, there's a hole

There's a hole in the middle of the sea

There's a log in the hole in the middle of the sea

There's a log in the hole in the middle of the sea

There's a log, there's a log

There's a log in the hole in the middle of the sea

There's a bump on the log in the hole

In the middle of the sea

There's a bump on the log in the hole

In the middle of the sea

There's a bump, there's a bump

There's a bump on the log in the hole

In the middle of the sea

There's a frog on the bump on the log

In the hole in the middle of the sea

There's a frog on the bump on the log

In the hole in the middle of the sea

There's a frog, there's a frog

There's a frog on the bump on the log

In the hole in the middle of the sea
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There's a fly on the frog on the bump on the log

In the hole in the middle of the sea

There's a fly on the frog on the bump on the log

In the hole in the middle of the sea

There's a fly, there's a fly

There's a fly on the frog on the bump on the log

In the hole in the middle of the sea

There's a wing on the fly on the frog

On the bump on the log in the hole

In the middle of the sea

There's a wing on the fly on the frog

On the bump on the log in the hole

In the middle of the sea

There's a wing, there's a wing

There's a wing on the fly on the frog

On the bump on the log in the hole

In the middle of the sea

There's a flea on the wing on the fly

On the frog on the bump on the log

In the hole in the middle of the sea

There's a flea on the wing on the fly

On the frog on the bump on the log

In the hole in the middle of the sea

There's a flea, there's a flea

There's a flea on the wing on the fly

On the frog on the bump on the log

In the hole in the middle of the sea.

About Farm Animals

21. Old MacDonald Had a Farm

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O

And on his farm he had a cow, E-I-E-I-O
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With a “moo-moo” here and a “moo-moo” there

Here a "moo", there a "moo", everywhere a "moo-moo"

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O.

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O

And on his farm he had a duck, E-I-E-I-O

With a "quack-quack" here and a "quack-quack" there

Here a "quack", there a "quack", everywhere a "quack-quack"

A "moo-moo" here and a "moo-moo" there

Here a "moo", there a "moo", everywhere a "moo-moo"

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O.

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O

And on his farm he had some pigs, E-I-E-I-O

With an “oink-oink” here and an “oink-oink” there

Here an “oink”, there an “oink”, everywhere an “oink-oink”

A "quack-quack" here and a "quack-quack" there

Here a "quack", there a "quack", everywhere a "quack-quack"

A "moo-moo" here and a "moo-moo" there

Here a "moo", there a "moo", everywhere a "moo-moo"

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O.

Action and Movement Songs

Fingerplays

22. The Finger Family

Daddy finger, daddy finger, where are you?

Here I am, here I am, how do you do?

Mommy finger, mommy finger, where are you?

Here I am, here I am, how do you do?

Brother finger, brother finger, where are you?

Here I am, here I am, how do you do?

Sister finger, sister finger, where are you?

Here I am, here I am, how do you do?
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Baby finger, baby finger, where are you?

Here I am, here I am, how do you do?

23. This Little Piggy Went to Market

This little piggy went to market,

This little piggy stayed home,

This little piggy had roast beef,

This little piggy had none.

This little piggy went...

Wee, wee, wee,

All the way home!

24. Five Little Ducks

Five little ducks went out one day

Over the hill and far away

Mother duck said, "Quack, quack, quack, quack"

But only four little ducks came back

One, two, three, four

Four little ducks went out one day

Over the hill and far away

Mother duck said, "Quack, quack, quack, quack"

But only three little ducks came back

One, two, three

Three little ducks went out one day

Over the hill and far away

Mother duck said, "Quack, quack, quack, quack"

But only two little ducks came back

One, two

Two little ducks went out one day

Over the hill and far away

Mother duck said, "Quack, quack, quack, quack"

But only one little duck came back

One
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One little duck went out one day

Over the hill and far away

Mother duck said, "Quack, quack, quack, quack"

But none of the five little ducks came back

Sad mother duck went out one day

Over the hill and far away

Mother duck said, "Quack, quack, quack, quack"

And all of the five little ducks came back

Five little ducks went out one day

Over the hill and far away

Mother duck said, "Quack, quack, quack, quack"

And all of the five little ducks came back.

25. Five Little Monkeys

Five little monkeys jumping on the bed

One fell off and bumped his head

Mama called the doctor and the doctor said

No more monkeys jumping on the bed

Four little monkeys jumping on the bed

One fell off and bumped his head

Mama called the doctor and the doctor said

No more monkeys jumping on the bed

Three little monkeys jumping on the bed

One fell off and bumped her head

Mama called the doctor and the doctor said

No more monkeys jumping on the bed

Two little monkeys jumping on the bed

One fell off and bumped his head

Mama called the doctor and the doctor said

No more monkeys jumping on the bed

One little monkey jumping on the bed
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She fell off and bumped her head

Mama called the doctor and the doctor said

No more monkeys jumping on the bed

26. Open, Shut Them

Open, shut them.

Give a little clap, clap, clap.

Open, shut them

Open, shut them.

Put them in your lap, lap, lap.

Creep them, creep them,

Creep them, creep them,

Right up to your chin, chin, chin.

Open wide your little mouth,

But do not let them in.

27. Grandma’s Glasses

Here are Grandma's Glasses,

Here is Grandma's hat,

Here’s the way she folds her hands

And puts them in her lap.

Here are Grandpa's glasses,

Here is Grandpa's hat,

Here's the way he folds his arms

and takes a little nap… Just like that!

Movement Songs

28. Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear

Teddy bear, teddy bear, turn around,

Teddy bear, teddy bear, touch the ground,

Teddy bear, teddy bear, reach up high,

Teddy bear, teddy bear, touch the sky,

Teddy bear, teddy bear, bend down low,
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Teddy bear, teddy bear, touch your toes,

Teddy bear, teddy bear, go to bed,

Teddy bear, teddy bear, rest your head,

Teddy bear, teddy bear, turn out the lights,

Teddy bear, teddy bear, say "good night".

29. Mix a Pancake

Mix a pancake,

Stir a pancake,

Pop it in a pan;

Fry the pancake,

Toss the pancake–

Catch it if you can!

30. The Wheels on the Bus

The wheels on the bus go round and round

Round and round, round and round

The wheels on the bus go round and round

All through the town

The wipers on the bus go swish, swish, swish

Swish, swish, swish, swish, swish, swish

The wipers on the bus go swish, swish, swish

All through the town

The horn on the bus goes beep, beep, beep

Beep, beep, beep, beep, beep, beep

The horn on the bus goes beep, beep, beep

All through the town

The children on the bus go up and down

Up and down, up and down

The children on the bus go up and down

All through the town

The wheels on the bus go round and round
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Round and round, round and round

The wheels on the bus go round and round

All through the town.

31. If You’re Happy and You Know it

If you're happy and you know it, clap your hands (clap clap)

If you're happy and you know it, clap your hands (clap clap)

If you're happy and you know it, then your face will surely show it

If you're happy and you know it, clap your hands. (clap clap)

If you're happy and you know it, stomp your feet (stomp stomp)

If you're happy and you know it, stomp your feet (stomp stomp)

If you're happy and you know it, then your face will surely show it

If you're happy and you know it, stomp your feet. (stomp stomp)

If you're happy and you know it, shout "Hurray!" (hoo-ray!)

If you're happy and you know it, shout "Hurray!" (hoo-ray!)

If you're happy and you know it, then your face will surely show it

If you're happy and you know it, shout "Hurray!" (hoo-ray!)

If you're happy and you know it, do all three

 (clap-clap, stomp-stomp, hoo-ray!)

If you're happy and you know it, do all three 

(clap-clap, stomp-stomp, hoo-ray!)

If you're happy and you know it, then your face will surely show it

If you're happy and you know it, do all three.

(clap-clap, stomp-stomp, hoo-ray!)

32. Hickory Dickory Dock

Hickory, Dickory, Dock,

The mouse went up the clock

The clock struck one,

The mouse went down,

Hickory, Dickory, Dock.

Tick Tack, Tick Tack…
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(I saw him when he ran down.)

Hickory, Dickory, Dock,

The mouse went up the clock.

The clock struck two,

The mouse said ‘Boo!’

Hickory, Dickory, dock.

Tick Tack, Tick Tack…

Hickory, Dickory, Dock,

The mouse went up the clock.

The clock struck three,

The mouse said ‘Whee!’,

Hickory, Dickory, dock.

Tick Tack, Tick Tack…

Hickory, Dickory, Dock,

The mouse went up the clock.

The clock struck four,

The mouse said ‘No more!’,

Hickory, Dickory, Dock.

Tick Tack, Tick Tack…

Clapping Games

33. A Sailor Went to Sea

A sailor went to sea, sea, sea,

To see what he could see, see, see.

But all that he could see, see, see

Was the bottom of the deep blue sea, sea, sea.

A sailor went to chop, chop, chop,

To see what he could chop, chop, chop.

But all that he could chop, chop, chop

Was the bottom of the deep blue chop, chop, chop.

A sailor went to knee, knee, knee,
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To see what he could knee, knee, knee,

But all that he could knee, knee, knee, 

Was the bottom of the deep blue knee, knee, knee. 

A sailor went to sea, chop, knee, 

To see what he could sea, chop, knee, 

But all that he could sea, chop, knee, 

Was the bottom of the deep blue sea, chop, knee.

34. Sevens

One, two, three

Four, five, six, 

Seven!

One, two, three

Four, five, six, 

Seven!

[...]

35. Four White Horses

Four white horses, on the river,

Hey, hey, hey, up tomorrow,

Up tomorrow is a rainy day.

Come on up to the shallow bay,

Shallow bay is a ripe banana,

Up tomorrow is a rainy day.

Skipping and Counting-Out Rhymes

36. Cinderella Dressed in Yella

Cinderella dressed in yella,

Went upstairs to kiss her fella.

By mistake she kissed a snake,

How many doctors will it take?

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, etc.

37. One Potato
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One potato, two potatoes,

Three potatoes, four!

Five potatoes, six potatoes,

Seven potatoes, more!

38. Eenie, Meenie, Miney, Moe

Eenie, meenie, miney, moe,

Catch a tiger by the toe.

If he hollers, let him go,

Eeny, meeny, miny, moe.

Singing Games

39. Who Took the Cookie from the Cookie Jar?

“Who took the cookie from the cookie jar?”  

“Lola took the cookies from the cookie jar!”

“Who, me?”

“Yes, you!”

“Not me!”

“Then who?”

“Fran!”

“Who took the cookie from the cookie jar?”  

“Fran took the cookies from the cookie jar!”

“Who, me?”

“Yes, you!”

“Not me!”

“Then who?”

40. Button, Button, Who’s Got the Button?

“Button, button, who’s got the button?

Close your hands and open your eyes.”

“Tina has the button!”

“Not me!”

“Button, button, who’s got the button?”
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“Tommy has the button!”

“Not me!”

41. London Bridge is Falling Down

London Bridge is falling down,

Falling down, falling down,

London Bridge is falling down,

My fair lady.

42. The Muffin Man

“Do you know the Muffin Man?

The Muffin Man, the Muffin Man.

Do you know the Muffin Man

Who lives in Drury Lane?”

“Yes, I know the Muffin Man,

The Muffin Man, the Muffin Man.

Oh, yes, I know the Muffin Man,

Who lives on Drury Lane.”

Street Cries

43. Hot Cross Buns

Hot cross buns, hot cross buns

One a penny, two a penny

Hot cross buns.

Give 'em to your daughters

Give 'em to your sons

One a penny two a penny

Hot cross buns.

Hot cross buns, hot cross buns

One a penny, two a penny

Hot cross buns.

44. Cherries So Ripe

Cherries so ripe and so round 22



The best in the market found

They’re only a penny a pound

So, who will buy?

45. Chairs to Mend

“Chairs to mend! Oh, Chairs to mend!

 Chairs to mend! Oh, Chairs to mend!”

"Mackerel, fresh mackerel!

 Mackerel, fresh mackerel!”

“Rags, rags, any old rags? 

 Rags, rags, any old rags?”
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